PAGE  
6
“A Salvation Lesson from Joshua’s Wardrobe”      Text – Zechariah 3:1-6      OT Reading - Exodus 28

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
From time to time in the news we read about people or things being rescued from a fire.  For example, late last year, there was the story about the fire-fighters who rescued 18 piglets and two sows from a barn fire in Pewsey, Wiltshire, in the UK.  The problem with that story is that while the rescue did not receive much news attention, when, 6 months later, as promised by the grateful farmer, the pigs were turned into pork and delivered to the fire-fighters to enjoy at a BBQ, and they posted pictures on social media and explained where the meat had come from, people were absolutely horrified.  And this made the news!    
Dec 18, 2017, a woman saved from upstairs of a house in Whanganui.  She put out the downstairs fire and went to bed.  Unfortunately, the fire flared up.  She had to be rescued by fire-fighters.  Wow!  I expect that the woman baked a cake/thank you card.  You would expect that people rescued from a fire would be extremely grateful!

Well, our text is a fire rescue story.  In verse 2 we are introduced to a man named Joshua who is, “a burning stick snatched from a fire.”  Who is this Joshua?  What is going on here?  What are the Filthy clothes and turban all about?
Well, we will come to that in a moment, but we consider this chapter of Zechariah’s prophecy in connection with the doctrine of justification.

Simplest definition of justification is: Just-as-if-I-never-sinned.  Justification means just as if I never sinned.  When God looks at me, He does not see a sinner.  He sees someone who is righteous.  
A more detailed definition is given in the Westminster Shorter Catechism: Justification is an act of God’s free grace, wherein He forgives all our sins, declares us to be righteous in His sight, based on the perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ, which is imputed to us, and received by faith alone.  
Now, there is a whole lot of stuff in there that we need to unpack.  And it is best if we do that through the eyes of this chapter from Zechariah.  
Zechariah was a prophet who worked among the people of Israel after they had returned from exile in Babylon.  The first part of the book of Z is a collection of eight night visions that he was given and that he shared with the people of Israel.  Our chapter is the fourth of these night visions.  And all of them are about the near future of this restored community.  But here was the problem: Generations of sin and rebellion had led to exile.  Since then the people had been restored to the Promised Land.  But there was still sin!!  And where was the Promised Messiah?  The Jews thought He would come straight after they were restored and the temple was rebuilt and that there would be a golden age.  But life was actually quite wicked and miserable and there was no Messiah.  And if we bring this into today, our problem is the same.  God is holy but we are unholy.  We all need God, but how can we find Him?  How can we come close enough to Him to understand Him?  How can we become acceptable to Him?  How can our sins be forgiven?  How can we know peace with God?  Well, the answer is painted for us in this incredible and beautiful account, which breaks down rather neatly into three main sections:
1. First of all, we see here that Human guilt is established.      
a. As chapter 3 opens, we are presented with a scene that is being played out in heaven.   Joshua, who was the High Priest of Israel at that time, is standing before the Angel of the Lord, with Satan standing beside him and accusing him.  
i. Now, the word “Satan” or Sataan is a Hebrew word that literally means “the accuser.”  It is used here more as a job-description than as a name.  What we have then is Satan Sataning – the devil is accusing. 
ii. So this is a heavenly courtroom scene: Joshua is the man on trial, Satan is the prosecuting lawyer, and, as we shall see, the Angel of the Lord is both Judge and defense lawyer.  
iii. And just to be clear, the Angel of the Lord is the Second person of the Trinity.  We know this, because here He speaks words of judgment that only God in His capacity as judge can speak.  So this is no ‘ordinary’ angel, if there is such a thing!  This is Jesus!  
b. OK then, Joshua is ‘on trial.’  Notice though that he stands there as an officer.  He is not just there as an individual; he is there as High Priest.  And this is important because as High Priest he represents all God’s people.  And you can see this in verse 2 and 8.  In verse 2, we see reference to Jerusalem as God’s chosen.  And in verse 8, we read, “Listen, O High Priest Joshua and your associates seated before you, who are men symbolic of things to come.”  Thus, Joshua is a symbol of all God’s chosen people.  What is said about Joshua and done to Joshua has in view all God’s people.
c. So what is Satan’s accusation?  Well, if you have read Exodus, for example, you will know about the elaborate bathing and dressing ritual of the High Priest.  The HP could not rock up to the Tabernacle in any singlet/shorts/jandals.   God was very specific about the High Priest’s wardrobe.  Any neglect in the wardrobe department was punishable by death.  And all of this is because of the sheer holiness of God. 
d. And so, as we see from verse 3, what Joshua the High Priest was being accused of by Satan was in relation to his wardrobe.  It says he “was dressed in filthy clothes as He stood before the angel.”  And ‘filthy’ in Hebrew suggests being covered in dung and vomit.  What Joshua is wearing is not just a little dirty, it is filthy.  
e. And I suspect that you can probably guess what this symbolizes.  Joshua is clothed in sin.  Joshua, who symbolizes God’s chosen people, is covered in sin.  One of the lessons of the High Priest’s wardrobe laws was to teach us that we can only come into God’s presence if we are sinless, spotless, pure, and clean.  But we stand before him covered in our dirty, filthy, disgusting, and smelly sin.  
f. This is Satan’s accusation.  He stands there and says, “Look at them.  Just look at them.  They are not fit to stand before you.  They have broken all of your commandments.  They are guilty.”  And he is absolutely correct.  And this is also what the Catechism speaks about in Q/A 60.  “Even though my conscience accuses me of having grievously sinned against all God’s commandments and of never having kept any of them, and even though I am still inclined toward all evil…”  This is what the devil accuses you of.  And I hope your own conscience accuses you of this also, because it is the truth.  You are sinner.  And in God’s eyes sin is like the filthiest things we can imagine.  Isaiah 64:6 says, “All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags.”  And that term ‘filthy rags’ is a polite way of talking about used feminine hygiene products.  And this is true of every human being: Romans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
2. So sin is our problem – we are guilty sinners.  And next we see that after Human guilt is established, Divine cleansing is accomplished.
a. What does Joshua offer in his defence?  How does Joshua explain his wardrobe?  What does he reveal about how he came to be so filthy?  Nothing.  
b. Instead, it is the Lord who comes to His defence.  Firstly, He rebukes Satan.  He points out that because of God’s electing choice, this man is one who has been snatched out of the fire.  And make no mistake – fire is what he and everyone deserves.  Leviticus 10 tells us about Nadab and Abihu.  They offered strange incense to the Lord.  We read, “Fire came out from the presence of the Lord and consumed them.”  And that is what should have happened also to Joshua.  That is what he deserved.  But it is also what WE deserve as guilty sinners. 
c. But there is no fire.  Instead, not only does the angel speak in Joshua’s defense, he also remedies Joshua’s guilt.  The angel says, “Take off his filthy clothes,” and has him dressed in rich garments.  And the angel said, “See, I have taken away your sin.”  The Hebrew word behind “rich’ means garments of purity, joy, and glorious festivity; celebration.  Think of how you might dress for a wedding, for example, or some elaborate ceremony.
i. The prophet Isaiah says in chapter 61, “I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God.  For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness.”  
ii. In Matthew 22 Jesus told the parable of the Wedding feast.  Those invited to come refused to attend so anyone and everyone was invited to attend.  But we read, “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes.  12 'Friend,' he asked, 'how did you get in here without wedding clothes?' The man was speechless.  13 "Then the king told the attendants, 'Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'
iii. You see, to enter into God’s presence we must be ‘dressed’ with perfect righteousness.  But as we have seen, just like Joshua, we are ‘dressed’ in the dirt of sin and guilt.  But 1 Cor 1:30 says that Jesus “has become for us wisdom from God-- that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.”  So Joshua’s festive garments symbolize the righteousness of Jesus Christ.  Joshua was ‘dressed’ with the perfection of Jesus.
d. And the point is that Joshua did not deserve to have these clothes put on him.  No one deserves to be dressed in the righteousness of Jesus.  But as with Joshua, the Lord says to you, “See, I have taken away your sin, and I will put rich garments on you.”  
e. This is what the Catechism means when it says, “Without my deserving it at all, out of sheer grace, God grants and credits to me the perfect righteousness, and holiness of Christ, as if I had never sinned or been a sinner, as if I had been as perfectly obedient as Christ was obedient for me.”  
f. Congregation, God has heard Satan’s accusations about you.  You are guilty of sin.  But God has chosen to speak in your defence and to take your ‘guilt clothing’ away and to ‘dress’ you with the righteousness of Jesus Christ.
3. Well, Human guilt was established, and Divine cleansing was accomplished.  But we see, lastly, that an appropriate response is expected.
a. In verse 6, we read that “the angel of the Lord gave this charge to Joshua: This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘If you will walk in my ways and keep my requirements, then you will govern my house and have charge of my courts.”
i. So Joshua is called to a personal holiness.  As an individual who has been graciously forgiven, he is to strive to live a holy and obedient life.
ii. But Joshua was also the High Priest.  So he was also called to an official holiness.  The Lord expected him to fulfill his responsibilities, obediently.
iii. And if Joshua was personally holy and officially holy then he would be the High Priest that all God’s people need.  But Joshua was just like you and me – sin remained in his life so he was unable to be our perfect High Priest.  And that is why we have to quickly read on into v8, where God said, “I am going to bring my servant, the Branch.”  You see, these words point us to the Lord Jesus.  And both words, ‘servant’ and ‘Branch’ are very rich Messianic words – you find them used many times in the OT in connection with the promise that Messiah Jesus will come.  
1. Isaiah 42 & 53 speak about the coming Messiah who will be a suffering servant. 

2. Sometimes you see a pretty dead looking tree stump and its obvious that the tree was cut down a long time ago.  But even many years later there can be a shoot that sprouts up and grows into a tree.  Well, Isaiah 4 and 11 and Jeremiah 23 use that image to speak about Jesus as the promised branch from the stump of David. 

b. And verse 9 also points us to Jesus.  It speaks about a ‘stone’ with seven eyes.  And the number 7 is an important number in the Bible.  It is a symbol of fullness or perfection.  And we are clearly being pointed to the Lord Jesus because in 1 Peter 2:6 we read about the Lord laying “a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in Him will never be put to shame.”  It is only by faith in Jesus that free and full forgiveness is available.

c. And verse 10 speaks also about salvation in Christ.  We read, “'In that day each of you will invite his neighbour to sit under his vine and fig tree,' declares the LORD Almighty."”
i. I am sure there have been times when you have sat on the porch or in a couple of deck chairs and just soaked up the peace of the moment.  And that is the picture here.  

1. Ephesians 1:3 says, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.”
2. And Romans 5:1 describes what is surely the chief salvation blessing: “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God.”  Peace with God.  That is what this text is all about.  It was a message to God’s OT people, and to us today, that peace with God comes only by faith in Jesus.
3. And even though we will not enjoy this peace fully until we are in glory we do enjoy it truly now!
You know, when you read fire rescue stories, it is usually the case that the fire was an accident and that person who was rescued did not deserve the fire.  Spiritually speaking, however, what sinners deserve is fire – the fires of hell.  But Joshua was graciously or undeservedly rescued.  And that is the salvation lesson of Zechariah 3.  Salvation is about The Lord Jesus ‘carrying us out of the hell we deserve.’  And I know I am mixing my metaphors here, but just as fireman sometimes dress those they rescue in a foil blanket that protects them from flames, we are dressed with spotless wedding garments.  And these garments are the perfect righteousness of Jesus.   
And that is what Justification is all about: Justification is an act of God’s free grace, wherein He forgives all our sins, declares us to be righteous in His sight, based on the perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ, which is imputed to us, and received by faith alone.  
So what must we do?  We just have to believe.  We choose to believe.  God has told us in John 3:16 that He sent His Son to die on the cross so that whoever believes will not perish but have eternal life.  So, believe.  Have you believed in Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins?  I hope so.  If not, please do so today!  
And lastly, those rescued from the fire I told you about gave the firemen some pork  

sausages.  I think cake is a more common gift.  (  Well, considering what we are rescued 

from, which is an eternity in the fire of hell, God deserves much more than cake.  Is Christ Lord of your language?  Your thoughts?  Your behaviour?  When you are at school or work or at home, are you striving to obey the commandments of God?  Will you sing the song after the sermon with gusto and joy because you have been rescued, undeservedly?  
Praise God for our justification in Jesus Christ.  Amen.

